vol.16 no.9 September 2008

sertoire

promoting excellence in healthcare sales

Why hospitals and
i

h'systems are
yack in the business




an anything positive come

from influenza (flu)? Certain-

ly not for the 200,000+ peo-

ple across the nation hospitalized each

year due to the virus, according to the

Centers for Disease Control and Pre-

vention (CDC). Flu is responsible for

as many as 36,000 deaths each year, by

CDC estimates. Yet, many people are

not aware of how serious it can be,
nor how easily it can spread.

“Most people think [flu] is not a

serious disease, and they don’t real-

says Whit

ize how contagious it is,”

Calendar

ney Stuart, vice president of sales and

national accounts, FFF Enterprises
(Temecula, Calif)). “The best way to
prevent it is to get vaccinated.” Mistak
enly, however, many individuals believe
they can contract the virus from the
vaccine, or that because they are not
at high risk for flu, they don’t require
the shot. These are myths, according
to Stuart. “The flu shot cannot cause
flu,” she points out. “And, the [vac-
cine| protects not only [the recipient]
but the people [he or she] is around.”

This includes those who are at high

Now is the time to start talking to your customers about flu

By Laura Thill

risk, such as children, the elderly and
people with chronic medical condi-
tions. So, teachers, homecare workers,
healthcare providers and their staff,
as well as others who are exposed to,
and work with, high-risk populations,
should also be vaccinated.

[n addition, many individuals as-
sume that if they do not receive the
flu vaccine in September or October,
they have missed their opportunity.
Actually, flu season doesn’t peak until
February and can prevail well into May,
notes Stuart. “So, [distributor reps]
should make sure providers carry the
vaccine for a long time,” she says. And
since I]l:mLIl.;lL'TtH'L'I‘.\ L'\I"L‘('l ab LT
143 million doses to be available this
season, there should be no shortage.
Nevertheless, she encourages physi-
cians to select a couple of manufac

turer options when placing an order

for flu vaccine. “I [advise| them not
to put all of their eggs in one basket,”
she says. “Then, if something goes
wrong with one product, they will
have a backup.” When discussing flu
vaccine with their physician custom
ers, distributor reps should also con-
sider whether their customers prefer
using a syringe or vial, whether they
must comply with regulations regard
ing vaccines containing thimersol
(a compound that usually contains
mercury and is commonly used as an
antiseptic/antifungal agent in human
vaccines) and whether the vaccine
will be administered to adults, chil

LlT'L‘H Or l'lt ith.
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